SERPENT APPEARANCES IN THE SATOR SQUARE 
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The Sator 
Magic Square 


4 
N = serpent 


N holds the central position in the square, and N is literally NUN, the Hebrew letter that 
represent asnake. According to Wikipedia: 


Phoenician | Hebrew | Aramaic 


112) 


“Nun is thought to have come from a pictogram of a snake (the Hebrew word for 
snake,nachash begins with a Nun and snake in Aramaic is nun) or eel. Some 
have hypothesized a hieroalyph of a fish in water for its origin (in Arabic, nún 
means large fish or whale). The Phoenician letter was named nün"fish", but the 
glyph has been suggested to descend from a hypothetical Proto-Canaanite nahs 
"snake", based on the name in Ethiopic, ultimately from a hieroglyph 
representing a snake, 


(see Middle Bronze Age alphabets).” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun_ (letter) 


2 
PRSTR = prester 


The consonants radiating out from the central N spell PRSTR. Adding the E 
vowel to this string of consonants reveals that PRSTR is PRESTER, the Latin 
word for poisonous serpent. 


Lewis & Short A Latin Dictionary (1879) states that prester is “A kind of serpent, whose bite 


causes a burning thirst". http://artflx.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/getobject.pl?c. 
14:5005.lewisandshort 


Note in the sator square where the two presters / serpents are located.... They are upon 
the TENET cross. Of course in ancient spiritual traditions serpents are often found on 
poles or crosses and are often found in pairs. See Moses’ serpent cross and Hermes’ 
caduceus, the Rod of Asclepius, et al. 


3 
NT = ND = Nada 


The one consonant in direct line with the central N is T. Now T and D are both dental 
sounds and can be substituted for each other in sound shifting play. NaDa is the Celtic 
word for “wise serpent”. 


Michael Tsarion, author of The Irish Origins of Civilization, 
writes: 


“NADA (The high king of ancient Ireland was known as Nuada or Nada or Nuah. The name is a 
variation of Naddred, meaning "wise serpent," and is probably also akin to Naga which can be 
rendered Nasha, hence "nation." The word nagadenotes the serpent-kings of India. Nuada's 
Babylonian counterpart is Nata, who, like the Irish Nada, was a survivor of the great prehistoric 
flood.)” 


http://www. irishoriginsofcivilization.com/appendices/serpentsymbolism.html 


4 
AREPO = A REPO = on the serpent 


The word AREPO in the sator square can be read as referring a serpent that crawls out, 
or to one who comes on a serpent. A/AB is a Latin prefix which means, according to 
Lewis and Short, “from, away from, out of; down from; since, after; by, at, in, on, etc.” 


http://artflx.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/getobject.pl?c.0:6.lewisandshort 


And while “repo” in Latin means | crawl, Lewis and Short note that to understand this 
crawling “repo” word one should look at the Latin words “serpo” which can mean, 


according to Lewis and Short, “a snake, serpent". http://artflx.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/ 
philologic/getobject.pl?c. | 7:1 793.lewisandshort 


"repo, psi, ptum, 3, v. n. Gr. EPTTW; Sanscr. root sarp-, creep; cf. Lat. serpo, serpens, 
I to creep, crawl (cf. serpo).” http://artflx.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/philologic/ 
getobject.pl?c.|6:897.lewisandshort 


Those familiar with sound shifting can see that RePo is just SeRPo with the 
aspirate S sound dropped off. And when read as verbs in Latin, both "repo" and 
“serpo” mean the exact same thing:"| crawl or | creep". Of course snakes and 
serpents move by crawling. And as discussed more under point 7, Nun/Narayana 
(who is the central N of the square) has a serpent throne/vehicle. But then in 
eastern spiritual traditions most saviors, avatars and Buddhas have a serpent 
throne/vehicle which thereby identifies the serpent-riding figure as an emanation 
of Narayana. Here is a typical Buddha sculpture from the internet showing Buddha 
enthroned upon a serpent. 


S is the beginning and the end 


The letter S visually depicts a crawling snake and phonetically sounds like a snake's 
hissssss... 


While it seems that the sator square initially began with the word ROTAS, at 
some point the more common form adopted began with the word SATOR. So 
while earlier forms would begin and end with the letter R (if read right to left), the 
later form that is now the more common form begins and ends with the letter S 
(if read right to left). My theory is that the reason for this change is so that the 
theological point could be emphasized that the Divine Serpent is the first and last. 
Vaishnava theology preserves this most ancient teaching in that Adi Shesha Naga, 
as the name itself reveals, is the serpent (naga) who both the first (adi), existing 
before all creation, and is also the remainder (shesha), after everything else in the 
cosmos has been destroyed. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shesha 


EREPEREP = OROBOROB = OUROBOROS 


Looking at the consonants in the middle wheel of the square reveals the sequence 
RPRP. Now P is a bilabial letter and so in sound shifting can be substituted for 
other bilabial letters, such as B. If we use the O vowel sound among the 
consonant string RPR we get OROBORO which is a snake eating its own tail 
forming a circle.Wiki notes that “Plato described a self-eating, circular being as 
the first living thing in the universe”. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ouroboros 


The 2 Rs and 2 Ps around the TENET cross have already been identified as 
forming a circle, so as to represent a Celtic cross. This is because the letter Rho = 
100 and the letter Pi = 80 in Greek numerology. Thus the 2 Rs and 2 Ps add up to 
360, which are the total number of degrees in a circle. 


Here is a chart of the numerological correspondences to the Greek letters: 


A. d, l. | Ex dL P, p, 100. 
B, 8, 2. K, k, 20. Z, c, 200. 
۲, وله‎ 3. A, A, NL T, r, 300. 
4,6, 4. M, p, 40. Y, v, 400. 
E24. E N, v, 50. ره‎ y, 500. 

s, 6. =, E, 60. X, x, 600. 
ES X O, o, 70. Y, Y, 700. 
H, n 8. Il, r, 80. Q, w, 800. 
8,9, 9. S, 4”, 90. ^y, 900. 


The excerpt below is from Walter O. Moeller's 


THE MITHRAIC ORIGIN AND MEANINGS OF THE ROTAS-SATOR SQUARE 


If we look at this RPRP string from another perspective, and make use of the L/R 
sound shift and the central N around which the string is placed, we can find the 
word REPLENISH, or in Latin RE + PLENE. And it is no coincidence that since the 
snake sheds its skin it has long been a symbol for replenishing renewal. Wikipedia 
states: “This periodic renewal [of skin] has led to the snake being a symbol of 
healing and medicine, as pictured in the Rod of Asclepius.” http:// 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake This replenishing quality of renewal is especially 
connected to the Ouroboros snake in particular. “The Ouroboros often represents 
self-reflexivity or cyclicality, especially in the sense of something constantly re- 
creating itself, the eternal return”. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ouroboros So here 
is yet another snake connection related to the RP circle in the sator square. 


PR = BL = BaLa-deva, who is the serpent Sankarshan 


We have already noted that B can be substituted for P and L can be 
substituted for R in sound shifting. That means that PR, which is both a 
diagonal line and a central wheel in the sator square, can be read as BL. 
Now turning to the living tradition of Gaudiya Vaishnavism which has 
preserved the ancient mysteries, we see that BL as a deity name refers to 
Baladeva who is often depicted in his serpentine form as Sankarshan who is 
the vehicle of Narayana (the original person/Purusha whose name means "of 
the waters”). In Egyptian religion Nun, who is the father of allthe gods, is 
considered as abiding in the primeval waters, and so the central N of the 
sator square is actually referring to Holy Name Nun/Narayana although that 
is a topic for another essay as this paper is dealing specifically with the 
snake/serpent theme. 


"Baladeva: is the name of Lord Balarama: (strength of joy) Krishna"s first 
Plenary portion operating as His older brother. Also named Rama and 


Sankarsan” http://www.experiencefestival.com/sankarsan dictionary 


Here is a picture from google images of the great serpent Sankarshan as the 
throne and vehicle of Narayana: 
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With all of the serpent references emanating out of the central N in the sator 
square it is useful to look at visual depictions from spiritual traditions which flesh 
out the theology of the serpent as the vehicle of the Lord of the Waters. 


(While the plough is not the subject of this essay, it must be noted that the plough 
and plowing are recognized as important themes in the sator square by many. | 
will not go into all of the plowing references in the square here. But it is no 
coincidence | think that Baladeva, when depicted in human form, is usually shown 
holding a plow and is called the Plow Holder and the Plow Wielder in his litany of 
many Holy Names. ) 


8 
SATOR = SATURN who has a serpent chariot 


The consonant STR is a pun on the Holy Name Saturnus who is the most ancient 
father god in the Roman Pantheon. Another STR pun on Saturnus’ name by 
which he was called is Sterculius, from the Latin “stercus” meaning manure which 
is appropriate given that Saturnus is an agricultural deity. http://en.wikipedia.org/ 


wiki/Saturn (mythology) 


Here is a picture from the web of Saturn in his serpent chariot. 


SATURNO 


9 
AEON - AION who is depicted with a snake entwining his body 


Another name and form for Saturnus is Aion.There is actually a Maltese Cross 
formation spelling AEON in the sator square. 


BRB 
Rave 
رات‎ 
T 3 
RIA 0 


Here is a common ancient iconographic depiction of Aion showing him with a 


serpent. 


The Mithraic god Aion 


Roman, and-zrd century 


10 
OPERA = OPS = OPH (serpent) 


Just as SATOR is a pun on the Holy Name Saturnus, the great father god, OPERA 
is a pun on Saturnus’ consort Ops, the great mother goddess. As Bona Dea Ops 
was iconographically depicted holding a cornucopia and a serpent. http:// 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bona_Dea Ops’ name itself refers to the snake. It is well 
known that in Ancient Greek ödıc (ophis) is “Serpent, snake" and that is where 
we get the term ophiology from in English which is the zoological study of 
snakes. And in the language of Canaan the snake was called variously Op, Oph, 
Ob, Oub, Aub, Ab, Eph and Ev, according to Philip Gardiner (Secrets of the 


Serpent). 


ASAT = ASET = ISIS who has many, many snake associations 


The letter string ASAT can be found in connecting squares within the sator square 
(outer perimeter, upper left and lower right). Aset is the ancient name for the great 
mother goddess Isis. Detraci Regula writes, “Isis has been associated with snakes 
from apparently the very beginning of her career as a goddess.” http:// 


www.touregypt.net/featurestories/isishiss.htm Here is an ancient depiction of Isis 
with a serpent body. 


1e.lacma.org/mwebcg 


12 

ASAR = AUSAR = OSIRIS 

SAREPO = SERAPIS 

The consort of Isis is also in the sator square. One finds the letter sequence ASAR 
and SAREPO all in connecting squares adjacent to each other, which | consider 
significant. ASAR can be read as referring to Ausar the ancient name for Osiris 


and SAREPO can be read as referring to Serapis a less ancient name for Osiris. 


Here is a snake wrapped depiction of Osiris from the Baths of Diocletian. 


Here are ancient depictions of Serapis as a serpent and with his serpent. 


13 
AREPO = AREOPAGUS = Hill of Ares aka Mars 


Some interpret AREPO in the square as referring to the sacred hill of Ares or 
Mars, a god who has direct serpent connections 


Pausanias, Description of Greece 9. 10. 5: 

"Higher up [the Ismenian hill outside Thebes, Boiotia] you may see the 
fountain which they say is sacred to Ares, and they add that a drakon 
[dragon serpent] was posted by Ares as sentry over the spring." 


Ovid, Metamorphoses 3. 27 ff (trans. Melville) (Roman epic Cist B.C. 
to C1st A.D.) : 

"He [Kadmos] sent his henchmen forth to find a spring of living water 
for the ritual [upon his arrival in Boiotia]. There stood an ancient forest 
undefiled by axe or saw, and in its heart a cave close-veiled in boughs 
and creepers, with its rocks joined in a shallow arch, and gushing out a 
wealth of water. Hidden in the cave there dwelt a Snake, an Anguis 
Martius (Snake of Mars) [Ares]. Its crest shone gleaming gold; its eyes 
flashed fire; its whole body was big with venom, and between its triple 
rows of teeth its three-forked tongue flickered. 


Ovid, Metamorphoses 3. 545 ff : 

"[The Spartoi] Proles Marvotia (Race of Mars), you Anguigenae 
(Children of the Serpent) . . . Recall your lineage, brace your courage 
with the spirit of that Serpens (Snake) who killed, alone, so many. For 
his pool and spring he died. You, for your honour, you must fight and 
win! He did brave men to death." 


http://www.theoi.com/Ther/Drakonlsmenios.html 


14 
AREPO = HARPOCRATES protector from serpents 


AREPO can also be read as referring to the Child Horus or Harpocrates as some 
scholars have noted already. In ancient iconography Horus is shown sometimes 
having a serpent throne, sometimes as having a good serpent companion, and 
sometimes as a protector from bad snakes. 


I5 

ATEN = the Sun disk carried by the Uraeus serpent 

Reading ox-herding style into the central N one finds this letter sequence: 
SATOROPERATEN . This can be read as SATORO PER ATEN, meaning Through/ 


throughout [PER] the Seeder [SATOR] (is) the Sun Disc [ATEN]. In ancient 
Egyptian art the Aten sun disc is commonly upheld by the sacred Uraeus serpent 


as the following photos show. 
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16 
RA OP & OPH RA 


The word OPERA in the sator square can be read as OPH RA or Ra serpent / 
serpent of Ra. Ra is the Eygptian sun god (who is carried by the Uraeus serpent) 
and Oph is a term for serpent. (see previous points) Scholars such as Walter O. 
Moeller and others who are familiar with sound shifting play understand that H 
can be substituted for E. 

We find this same RA OP phrase reiterated again when we overlay a swastika 
(sun symbol) pattern onto the sator square so that the swastika arms read NETAS 
or NETOR, with the unused letter pairs being RA and OP. 


17 
AREPO ROTAS = Serpent Chariot 


Reading the sator square ox-plowing style one gets: SATOR OPERA TENET 
AREPO ROTAS. This can be read as: The Seeder Holds the Ropes of the Serpent 
Chariot, or as The Seeder Carefully Controls the Serpent Chariot. Sator is 
seeder; Tenet is he/she/it holds or guides; Rotas is 2 common name for a chariot 
although it literally means wheels (as a direct object) or you rotate (as a verb). 
Now Opera can be read, according to Lewis and Short, as Care, attention, exertion” 
or as Bhakti Ananda Goswami has suggested it can be read as RoPe. Bhakti Ananda 
states, “For deriving a regional etymology for ROPE see Latin REIPUS and compare 
Greek RAFFIA / RAPHIA for Palm ROPE. There are many Northern European RP/RF 
words for ROPE." One translation of the square he offers is "Saturnus God as TIME 
carefully WORKS (Opera, OPUS DEI 'WORK of GOD?) and through His NETERS (Senses 
and Agents, Us the Godly Devas) Controls (Tenet) the ROPES (Arepo) of His RATHA 
CHARIOT (or Rotas WHEEL of TIME)....... SATOR OPERA TENET AREPO ROTAS 

TIME WORKS CONTROLLING THE ROPES OF HIS CHARIOT 

or 

TIME WORKS CONTROLLING THE (Ourobolos) SERPENT OF HIS CYCLE/CHAKRA WHEEL 
ROTAS / RATHA." 


Here is a picture from an ancient Jewish synagogue of the God of Time guiding his 
chariot through the wheels of time, which was a most common theme in the ancient 
world. 


Here is a circular form of the sator square for comparison. 
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The circular SATOR: The Abbey of Valvisciolo contains the most famous 
example of the “magical” palindrome SATOR, but the one in Valvisciolo is 
really exceptional and unique. The five words of the famous palindrome 
"SATOR AREPO TENET OPERA ROTAS" are not, in fact, set in a square as is 
generally the case, but inserted in a circle subdivided into twenty-five 
parts by five concentric rings and five sectors, forming a figure similar to 
a target. 


18 
The serpent connection to cattle 


While the topic of this essay is on the serpent in the sator square | must 
conclude by mentioning that the other animal which most frequently 
appears, perhaps as often or moreso, than the serpent, is the cow or bull. 
| cannot list all of these cattle references here as that is the topic of 
another paper, but let me mention just a few. The outer wheel of the 
square reads TORO TASA TORO TASA. And TORO refers to Taurus, the 
bull. The word AREPO can be read as EUROPA (the European Cow 
Goddess) or as HOR-HAP (sometimes translated as the face of Apis the 


sacred bull). A common method of reading the square is ox-turning style 
or Boustrophedon. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boustrophedon 

The TENET cross can be viewed as four legs of NUT, the Egyptian cow 
goddess who upholds the universe. 


Now I was discovering these serpent and cattle references in the square 
before | was even aware how interconnected the serpent and the bovine 
were in ancient spiritual traditions. According to the book The serpent 
symbol, and the worship of the reciprocal principles of nature in 
America by Ephraim George Squier, the Eleusinian mysteries taught, "The bull 
has begotten a serpent, and the serpent a bull." 


